EPJ Web of Conferences I will never forget the incredible feeling when I looked at Volodya, who lay many hours on his couch with eyes closed. He did not sleep, and one could see he was thinking.
By the way, explaining something, he was always smoking. I was, of course, a bit worried, but I understood that he is used to it, and without smoking it is difficult for him to concentrate on his work.
Volodya told me the story how and when he began to smoke. He was born and grew up in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg). When the city was blockaded by the German army in WWII, he and his mother were evacuated to Siberia. Their life was not in a direct danger, but they had very little to eat. Children rolled up dry leaves to smoke and assuage their hunger. This must have been around 1942, when Volodya was 12 years old.
To return to physics: it was an extraordinary experience intellectually and emotionally to see, how Volodya was working on different subjects, and how he was always thinking. Long ago he found a consistent description of high energy hadron interaction (Gribov reggeon field theory). He predicted the existence of the Higgs-boson, and, together with Pontecorvo, the neutrino oscillations. What a pity that he could not see their discovery.
I am glad that the 5th International Conference on New Frontiers in Physics includes a Gribov session. Today the day begins with Gribov's theory of confinement, which he finished almost 19 years ago, in the hospital, before he died. It was published later with the help of Yu. Dokshitzer. (Also books in which his lectures on Quantum Electrodynamics, The Theory of Complex Angular Momenta, and Strong Interactions of Hadrons at High Energies are collected.)
Volodya had the habit not to publish his results immediately, he was checking again and again his calculations and the conclusions he came to. So he left many almost ready papers, and very precise calculations (sometimes more than 100 pages). With my colleagues we collected them, brought them to the institute. We are still in the process of scanning the papers, and our director, Peter Levai, has the plan to put them on a special Gribov website. And you can always find these papers in Budapest.
